
A Letter From The President 
 
This will be my last newsletter as president of HPF, so I thought I would 

write about some of the happenings since May 1, 2008 when I took office.  

 

The Strategic Plan was completed during David Primeaux’s 

term as president and David was willing to facilitate a pres-

entation for the board at our June meeting.  As always, David 

did a great presentation and we thank him for all of his hard 

work.  

 

During the summer, Dr. Chris Stevenson, archaeologist with 

the Department of Historic Resources, led a group of students and volun-

teers on an archaeological dig at the site of the Golden Ball Tavern at the 

corner of Old & Market Streets.   Many artifacts were discovered and plans 

are underway for their team to return this summer to continue the dig.  All 

of this work was coordinated by our history committee chairman, Bob Ken-

nedy.  Bob has done a wonderful job in activating the history committee 

again and has led bus tours, historic area walks and many other activities.  

The committee meets on a monthly schedule and has brought more inter-

ested members into its fold. 

 

We also revised our By-Laws this year with the assistance of our consult-

ant, Carol Holmquist.  Carol worked very closely with the assigned com-

mittee and accomplished this task in a very short period of time.  Her time 

was funded as part of a grant from The Cameron Foundation.  

 

Ken Roy volunteered to take on the task of updating our website.  Ken and 

his committee worked very closely with Hall & Partners to accomplish this 

project.  We now have a great new website.  If you have not seen it, go to 

www.historicpetersburg.org  A big thank you to Ken and his committee.  

 

The real estate committee under the leadership of Patrick Varga has been  
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meeting monthly and has made several accomplishments.  The committee enforces the commitment of 
people who buy our properties and commit to restore them in the correct manner in a specific period of 
time.  The committee also donated two lots on Franklin Street to The Petersburg Foundation to assist them 
in their efforts to beautify the East Washington Street corridor from the I-95 exit west.  The Petersburg 
Foundation donated to HPF the fencing for our property at 318-320 East Washington Street.  The com-
mittee continues to try to get ownership of neglected historic structures and re-sell them for restoration. 
 
The Christmas Homes Tour co-chaired by Boolie Syme and Kitty Gwaltney had a very successful event 
moving the tour to the historic homes on Westover Avenue.  This was a different venue from Old Towne 
and raised approximately $8,000 for HPF.  A big thank you to all who assisted with this fine event.  
 
HPF has just completed the Sixth Annual Ball in the ’Burg and in spite of the recession our country is ex-
periencing, this event was SOLD OUT!  The final figures are not in, but it appears our profit will exceed 
$30,000 making it one of the most profitable events so far.  Once again a special thank you goes out to 
the many folks, both members and non-members, who put in many hours of hard work to make this 
event happen.  Our decorating committee was once again co-chaired by Ann Morriss and Patty Pritchett.  
They were assisted by Patrick Hagerich, Walter “B” Brown, Steve Wilson and many other volunteers.  
Toni Clark, Beverly Rivers, Boolie Syme, Ben Greenbaum and Ella Dickinson led the charge for the auc-
tion committee.  Ella also headed up the catering committee and worked with Catered Affairs by Shelby to 
create a fabulous dinner for the attendees.  On both the Saturday of and the Sunday after the Ball, many 
people were there to help set-up and then come back and take down everything.  A great group of mem-
bers and non-members volunteered to help.  Thanks to all!       
 
My biggest disappointment this year was our failure to workout a partnership with the City of Petersburg 
to share the Farmer’s Market for both our new headquarters and the City’s new Visitors Center.  The real 
estate committee worked for several months to put the partnership together  and the city administrative 
staff had agreed with the terms to take to City Council.  The real estate committee unanimously approved 
the concept but when taken to the full HPF Board of Trustees, the board voted to make changes which 
were unacceptable to City Council. Therefore, we lost that opportunity.  In my opinion, it was the best 
option we had on the table and now it will be left to the new administration to handle.  
 
Last, but certainly not least, I want to thank Pam Covil for all of the work she does for HPF.  She is thor-
ough, efficient, knowledgeable and personable.  I cannot say enough good things about my experience 
working with her this past year.  She is the thread that holds this organization together.   
 
I am sure I have left some things out as well as the names of some who have worked for HPF during this 
past year.  For this I apologize.  
 
My best wishes to HPF for a very successful future.             

 
 
 
 

Larry C. Tucker 
President 
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Save the date.  We invite you to join us on Sunday, April 26th at 4:00 o’clock at the Union Train Station 
for the Annual Meeting.  We look forward to hearing Willie Graham, our featured speaker.  Willie is the 
Curator of Architecture in the Architectural Research Department of The Colonial Williamsburg Founda-
tion.  At the meeting, new officers and trustees will be installed and preservation awards will be pre-
sented for achievements this past year, followed by a reception.  Hope to see you there!    

This quarter, we are pleased to have Stephen Perry, PC as our newsletter sponsor.  Thank You!   

 

 

 
Annual Membership Meeting 
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Golden Gift Program 

We are participating in Ukrop’s Golden Gift Program, which runs from March 2—March 28.  Purchases 
made at Ukrop’s during this time count towards the percentage that Ukrop’s contributes to nonprofit and 
charitable organizations.    

Ukrop’s will mail supporters the Golden Gift Certificates in May.  We ask that you submit your certificate 
to Historic Petersburg Foundation by May 31st.    

 

  

      

 

March Newsletter Sponsor 

The newsletter sponsor can be a business or 
individual and will have an ad in the news-
letter.   
 
The cost of the sponsorship is $300 and will 
help with printing and postage expenses.   
 
HPF newsletters are mailed in March, June, 
September and December.  If you would 
like to sponsor a newsletter, please call the 
office at 804-732-2096.   



The History Committee continues to meet every month and is pleased to welcome two new members, 
Eugene Atkinson and Brian Couturier.  Events are scheduled for this spring and summer that we hope 
you will enjoy, and as always the group is open to your suggestions for future activities.       
 
In honor of Black History Month, Ben Greenbaum gave a presentation on the U.S. Colored Troops to ap-
proximately ninety people at the Union Train Station on February 12th.  Fittingly, the program was held 

on the 200th anniversary of the birth of President Abraham Lincoln.  Ben displayed 
several original Civil War artifacts from his personal collection.   
 
On April 18th, Dr. Jim Ryan will lead a bus tour of the Revolutionary War Battle of 
Petersburg.  There is no charge for this activity, but seating is limited to 24, so 
please call HPF (732-2096) soon to reserve your spot.    
 
Dawn Holmes and Lee Stith will lead a walking tour of historic Halifax Triangle on 
May 1st and then Jimmy Blankenship will give a program on the U.S. Military Rail-

road on June 10th.  A bus trip is in the works for September.  Visit our website for details of upcoming 
events.     
 
A wooden picket fence was constructed around the site of the Golden Ball Tavern in December, securing 
the site and giving the lot a much better appearance.  This summer, the second year of the archaeological 
digs will take place from June 17 through July 19th.  The excavations will occur from Wednesday—
Sunday of each week, except for July 4th and 5th.   
 
If you would like to participate in the dig at any time during these dates, please contact Dr. Chris Steven-
son at 804-367-2323 extension 132 before May 1st.   Volunteers are needed both to dig and to speak 
with the public on weekends when excavations are in progress.  You may also contact Bob Kennedy at 
733-3245 if you have any questions on this project. 
 
                

 
From The History Committee  
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Mission StatementMission StatementMission StatementMission Statement:  
 

To lead the preservation and restoration of Petersburg’s historic 
architecture and neighborhoods and to tell their story.    

    

May is time to renew your  
annual membership in HPF.   

 

May is also National Preservation Month.May is also National Preservation Month.May is also National Preservation Month.May is also National Preservation Month.    

This time was set aside to raise awareness 
about the power historic preservation has to 

protect and enhance our homes, 
neighborhoods and communities - the 

places that really matter to us.  
 

Renewal letters will be sent in mid April for 
you to support local preservation efforts.   

 

Welcome New Members  
                                    Ms. Wanda Bond         
                                    Mr. Kinsey Marable 
                                    Mrs. Mary Rudisill 
                                    S & S Construction, Inc.   

 
 Thank you for supporting our efforts! 




