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A Letter From The President

In returning to the position of President that I held ten years ago, I am
thrilled at the vibrancy of the Board of Trustees and the improvements that
have happened in Petersburg in the past several years.

As we begin to welcome new families to the Fort Lee community, I hope we
appeal to those military families who are looking for a place to live that ap-
preciates the past, and is working to preserve it. These next few years will
see a tremendous growth in demand for housing in the Tri-Cities. Already
we are seeing a virtual renaissance in the refurbishing of our warehouses
and larger industrial complexes into upscale lofts and apartments, and that
shows no sign of slowing down.

We are also witnessing resurgence in the depth and breadth in the commer-
cial business offerings in the Old Towne area, as well as throughout the
other areas of Petersburg.

Additionally, beginning in 2010, we will begin to see a renewal in the inter-
est in Petersburg and the region as plans solidify for the commemoration of
the 150th anniversary of the Civil War. HPF will continue to offer educa-
tional programs to highlight and expand the understanding of the impact of
the War on all of our ancestors, and we invite you to participate in those.

All of these bode well for making Petersburg a very interesting place to be in
the next few years. We encourage you to continue to look to the Historic Pe-
tersburg Foundation to be a partner with you to make this grand old city of
the South a place we can be proud to call our home.

Ken Roy
President
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Golden Ball Tavern Chronology

Early 1760’s: Peter Jones of Folly Castle sold the property to Richard Hanson, an English tobacco mer-
chant. There may have been structures on the property at this time.

1766: Hanson placed the property up for sale, including “houses...lately
built and well finished and will want no repairs for many years.”

1776: Hanson hosted a feast in his home on the very day the Virginia Com-
mittee of Safety called for a day of fasting to commemorate the closing of
Boston harbor two years earlier. This act of open defiance led to Hanson’s
hasty departure. Soon thereafter Norfolk merchant John King obtained
possession of the property.

1781: The British occupied Petersburg during April and early June and commandeered the property of the
notorious rebel and quartered officers in the building. From 1781—1790, the Golden Ball Tavern was one
of Petersburg’s most distinguished hostelries. The Golden Ball was also the meeting place of the Petersburg
Jockey Club.

1784: By act of the General Assembly, it was established as the first meeting place of the courts and com-
mon council of the newly incorporated Town of Petersburg. Later this year, the first town elections were
held here. At this time the Golden Ball Tavern was a brick and frame structure.

1790: Richard Hanson reacquired the property and then sold it to British tobacco merchants David
Buchanan and Robert Pollok, who were business partners of James and John
Dunlop.

1800: Pollok built a three story brick building, which served as a store and resi-
dence.

1815: Merchant, Pleasant Akin purchased the property.

1820: By this year, Akin had expanded the tavern by joining it to the brick building to the east and adding
to the building in the rear. He owned the property until his death in 1847.

1931: The three story building was torn down and in 1944, the tavern was demolished for use as a parking

lot.
2008: Dr. Chris Stevenson, Archaeologist with the Virginia Depart-
ment of Historic Resources, led the excavations at the Golden Ball Tav-
ern site. As a result of the work by Chris, two interns and over twenty
volunteers, the foundations of the two Golden Ball Taverns were lo-
cated. The two long trenches exposed both the later 1800’s tavern and
the 1764 Golden Ball Tavern that lay beneath it.

Beneath the tavern a Native American habitation site was found.
Based on the type of Indian pottery on site, the date of Indian settle-
ment was estimated to be from 1400-1600 AD. This was probably the
last Indian settlement in Petersburg before the Europeans arrived.

Among the artifacts unearthed last year are a keg tap and 1895 penny.




